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ST. JOHN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Second Sunday in Lent

March 1, 2026
11:00 AM

WELCOME!

We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us today, either in person or
virtually. You bless us with your presence. We hope you will join us again.

The mission of St. John’s Episcopal Church is to be a community of God’s
people who heal brokenness, build bridges, and exemplify borderless kindness.

This service is broadcast online and recorded on YouTube, and congregants may
occasionally appear in some camera angles. If you wish to avoid being on camera,
please ask an usher to be seated away from the cameras.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST, Rite II
Prelude
Hymn 657 "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"

A Penitential Order
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Decalogue: Contemporary
Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Confession
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.
Officiant and People together,



Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Hymn S 91 “Kyrie Eleison Ninefold”

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold
fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Reading Genesis 12:1-4a
A reading from Genesis:
The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your
name respected, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, those who curse
you I will curse; all the families of the earth will be blessed because of you.” Abram left just as
the Lord told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 21
The cantor will sing the verses, and the choir and congregation will join in singing the refrain.
Refrain: "My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth."
1 T1ift up my eyes to the hills; *from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the Lord, *the maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved *and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *shall neither slumber nor sleep;
5 The Lord himself watches over you; *the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *it is he who shall keep you safe.
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *from this time forth for
evermore.



The Second Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A reading from Romans:
So what are we going to say? Are we going to find that Abraham is our ancestor on the basis of
genealogy? Because if Abraham was made righteous because of his actions, he would have had
a reason to brag, but not in front of God. What does the scripture say? Abraham had faith in
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Workers’ salaries aren’t credited to them on
the basis of an employer’s grace but rather on the basis of what they deserve. But faith is
credited as righteousness to those who don’t work, because they have faith in God who makes
the ungodly righteous. The promise to Abraham and to his descendants, that he would inherit
the world, didn’t come through the Law but through the righteousness that comes from faith. If
they inherit because of the Law, then faith has no effect and the promise has been canceled. The
Law brings about wrath. But when there isn’t any law, there isn’t any violation of the law.
That’s why the inheritance comes through faith, so that it will be on the basis of God’s grace. In
that way, the promise is secure for all of Abraham’s descendants, not just for those who are
related by Law but also for those who are related by the faith of Abraham, who is the father of
all of us. As it is written: I have appointed you to be the father of many nations. So Abraham is
our father in the eyes of God in whom he had faith, the God who gives life to the dead and calls
things that don’t exist into existence.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Hymn 489 "The Great Creator of the Worlds"
The Gospel John 3:1-17

Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Mark.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. He came to Jesus at night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could do
these miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered, “I assure you,
unless someone is born anew, it’s not possible to see God’s kingdom.” Nicodemus asked, “How
1s it possible for an adult to be born? It’s impossible to enter the mother’s womb for a second
time and be born, isn’t it?” Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born of water and
the Spirit, it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and
whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don’t be surprised that I said to you, ‘You must be born
anew.” God’s Spirit[b] blows wherever it wishes. You hear its sound, but you don’t know where
it comes from or where it is going. It’s the same with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said, “How are these things possible?” “Jesus answered, “You are a teacher of Israel
and you don’t know these things? I assure you that we speak about what we know and testify
about what we have seen, but you don’t receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly
things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one
has gone up to heaven except the one who came down from heaven, the Human One.Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so must the Human One be lifted up so that
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everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life. God
didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through
him.

Clergy The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon - The Reverend Paul Skeith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Clergy:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy."

Leader:
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Here and after every petition the People respond
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one. And for those who do not yet believe, and for those
who have lost their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.



For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who
are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.

For this congregation, for those who are present and for those who are absent, that we may be
delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O
Lord.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief,
but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, and all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Clergy

Let us pray together:

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ:
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope.

We pray for all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health.

Clergy invites other prayers and thanksgivings.

Celebrant

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Announcements

Anthem: "I Would Be True" --Traditional Irish Melody

Hymn 380, Verse 3: “The Doxology”



The Holy Communion

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
*** Words of consecration . . .
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

S 124: "Sanctus” -Hurd
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*#% Words of consecration . . .

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Then the Celebrant continues
*#% Words of consecration . . .

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.

S 146 “Great Amen” -Robinson

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Chris has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

Fraction Anthem “Agnus Dei” S 161 -Hurd
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

Grant us peace.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn "O How He Loves You and Me"
O how he loves you and me,

O how he loves you and me;

He gave his life, what more could he give;

O how he loves you, O how he loves me,

O how he loves you and me.

Jesus to Calvary did go,

His love for the worlds to show;

What he did there brought hope from despair;
O how he loves you, O how he loves me,

O how he loves you and me.

Communion Hymn WLP 825 "Bless the Lord"
Bless the Lord my soul

And bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord my soul,
Who leads me into life.
(Repeat)

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen



Blessing
Dismissal

Final Hymn

I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love,

I love to tell the story because I know ‘tis true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.

REFRAIN

I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems
Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams.
I love to tell the story, it did so much for me;

And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.

REFRAIN

I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat

What seems, each time I tell it more wonderfully sweet.
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard

The message of salvation from God’s own holy word.

REFRAIN

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
“Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.

REFRAIN

"I Love to Tell the Story"
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